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A consultant asks:  What is the purpose of an Advisory Committee?  Is one required? 

When pension plan members do not have direct involvement in the administration of a plan, establishment of an 
Advisory Committee provides a more formal structure for plan members and former members to monitor the 
administration of the plan and fund, recommend changes to the plan administrator, and generally promote awareness and 
understanding of the plan to members and those receiving benefits from it.  It isn’t required, but if members decide to 
establish such a committee, each class of employees in the plan as well as former members, are entitled to have a 
representative. 
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